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I am Joan Rosell. First, I want to thank the World Rabbit 
Congress organizers, particularly to Dr. Thierry Gidenne!
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I have come here, also because I am indebted to:

I try to return what they have taught me, if possible improving it!

a lot of rabbit producers, 
gracias, obrigado!

Merci!

To many of you

Monsieur Lebas

Bedankt



That is what I am at: working for farmed rabbits. 

Here you have two extreme 
examples of visited farms: a 
rural one with 35 females 
and a commercial rabbitry 
with> 35,000 rabbit does.
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Evaluating data

Recording

With observation 
and exams
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On-farm sampling

Our on-farm work protocol has a key step: the diagnosis.

Listening

Summarizing to producers



On-farm work protocol includes a close relationship with 
analysis laboratories.

"The rabbit farming in the post-antibiotic era: a challenge that can be won?" 

They are a source of progress 
(knowledge)for us and our clientsOn-farm sampling



Our work on rabbit meat production has priorities such as: 
the Health of rabbits (in a degree compatible with 
production), as a basic component of welfare,  the     Public 
Health, the Environment and lastly, the   economics of the 
rabbit producers.
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These are core aspects in the EU-27 
and in other countries, for sure.

and lastly, the

component of Welfare, with 

InspectionWith prescription
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Retrospective study of my visits (inside) to rabbit farms:

During 1996 to 2020:  4.712 urgent visits (42.6% of the total visits) to 
1,040 farms (ES, P). Until 2007: 51.5%due to digestive system, in 
adults, in young rabbits or both. Mucoid enteropathy (similar t o epizootic 
rabbit enteropathy/ ERE), was the most relevant process, followed by 
enteritis-diarrhea (due to enterobacteria, especially caused byEscherichia
coli or clostridia, and coccidia). From 2008 onwards the occurrence dropped 
to 23%of urgencies, of which 30%were due to digestive.
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Diseases of the digest system of farmed rabbits

Several authors highlighted the complexity of digestive processes: 
they are often plurietiological. For example:

Peeters, J.E., Pohl, P., Charlier, G. 1984. Infectious agents associated with 
diarrhea in commercial rabbits: A field study. Ann. Rech. Vet. 15:24-29.

Agnoletti, F. 2012. Update on rabbit enteric diseases: despite improved 
diagnostic capacity, where does control and prevention stand? In 10 th
World Rabbit Congress ðSeptember 3 - 6, 2012ðSharm El- Sheikh ð
Egypt, 1113- 1127.

Solans, L., Arnal , J.L., Sanz, C., Benito, A., Chacón, G., Alzaguren, O., 
Fernández, A.B.2019. Rabbit Enteropathies on Commercial Farms in the 
Iberian Peninsula: Etiological Agents Identified in 2018ð2019. Animals, 
9, 1142-1152. Doi:10.3390/ani9121142.

Among other authors



Thework of veterinariansattending rabbit
farms, in relation with PublicHealth

Special mention should be made of diseases common to humans 
and rabbits (zoonoses), mainly salmonellosisand ringworms.

Concerning ringworm, the 
occurrence was higher
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From 1997 to 2011 we found 4% 
of positive farms (900 visited).



The control of these diseases is based on the diagnosis, 
prevention measures(e.g., culling, autologous vaccine, 
disinfection, and so on),and the treatment.
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Josep TERRADES, often remembered me that òin 
rabbit production almost everything is debatableó 
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Please, keep this thought in mind, 
today in my introduction to this 
round table.

Also later, when you look for your 
own conclusions and action plans, 
on the subject of this round table.



However,there are several exceptions (few doubtful):
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People rearing rabbits should respect 
(love) them.

The farm staff need to have the sense of 
approach, to interpret behaviour and 
clinical signs. Rabbit  lives quickly!

Hygiene is always useful (without 
obsession, such disinfecting twice a day 
in absence of myxomatosis or similar).

These axioms are related to rabbit health and the lower use of 
antimicrobials, for sure!

Am I being clear?



I have had other references for this presentation; e.g.,  my 
collaboration with experts of the European Food Safety 
Authority (during 2004 -2005,  2018-2019,  and 2021).
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EFSA publishes information based on scientific evidences, 
and eventually supported by external experts.
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For instance, the scientific opinion:
òAssessment of animal diseases caused by 
bacteria resistant to antimicrobials: 
Rabbitsó, that will be published these days, 
by the EFSA Panel on Animal Health and 
Welfare (AHAW)

Public sources of information in regard to antimicrobial 
resistance (AMR) in farmed rabbits are available. For example, 
in France:  https://resapath.anses.fror in Italy: 
https://www.izsvenezie.itamong others. 


